
341.1 
 

INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL EVALUATION 
 

An independent educational evaluation (“IEE”), which is an evaluation conducted by a 
qualified examiner who is not an employee of a student’s school district, may be provided for 
parents.  A parent is eligible to receive an IEE at public expense if the parent disagrees with an 
evaluation that the school district conducted or obtained for the child.  For purposes of this 
policy, “evaluation” means the procedures used to determine whether a child has a disability 
and the nature and extent of the special education and related services the child needs.  “Public 
expense” means that the school district either pays for the full cost of the evaluation or ensures 
that the evaluation is otherwise provided at no cost to the parent.  

The school district’s evaluation must be complete before a parent may obtain an IEE at 
public expense.  The school district’s evaluation is complete when the school district provides 
the parent with a proper Notice of Evaluation Findings, as required by law.  In addition, all IEEs 
must meet the school district’s criteria for special education evaluations, which is the criteria that 
the district uses when it conducts its own evaluations. Finally, parents may request only one 
publicly funded IEE for each evaluation that the school district conducts or obtains. 

If the school district receives a parent request for an IEE, the district may pay for the IEE.  
If the school district does not pay for the IEE, the district will initiate a due process hearing 
without unnecessary delay and a hearing officer will decide who is responsible for the IEE costs 
under relevant state and federal law.  Consistent with the parent’s right to an IEE, the school 
district may also propose mediation.  The parents will be responsible for IEE costs if the hearing 
officer finds that:  

1) the school district’s evaluation was appropriate; and/or 

2) the IEE fails to meet school district criteria for special education evaluations and 
no unique circumstances justify deviation from that criteria. 
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