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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 
 
The Philosophy of the Board concerning academic achievement is based on the premise that 
children have diverse capabilities and interests and individual patterns of growth and learning.  
Therefore, the Board considers it essential that teachers understand how children learn and 
develop and can provide learning opportunities that support their intellectual, social, and personal 
development.  These learning opportunities should be enhanced by both a teacher’s 
understanding of how students differ in their approaches to learning and educational opportunities 
that are adapted to diverse learners. 
 
In fairness to all students, academic achievement shall be judged based upon a student’s 
demonstrated progression in comprehending essential understandings and objectives identified in 
the curricula of the district.  Students shall be given multiple opportunities to learn the content and 
develop the skills necessary to meet district learning objectives and state standards. 
 
Assessment of a student’s progress in learning and his or her academic achievement should be 
based on multiple assessments; no single measure should be used to determine whether or not 
students have met the learning objectives and demonstrated their learning.  The issuance of 
grades and the use of performance-related rubrics shall integrate both formative and summative 
assessment into instruction so that assessment does not merely measure a student’s 
achievement but becomes an integral part of the learning process itself.  This shall be an on 
going process so as to provide relevant and meaningful feedback to the student and his/her 
parent(s) or guardian and provide a basis for identifying interventions to better support a student’s 
academic performance where necessary. 
 
Students will receive credit for any courses for which he or she receives a passing grade.  A letter 
grade of “D-” or higher will be considered passing. 
 
The Board recognizes the importance of homework for students as part of the learning process in 
achieving academic success.  The main purpose of homework assignments is to practice new 
skills and develop an understanding of concepts and ideas which have been presented in class.  
Short homework assignments (i.e., daily work) are a type of informal assessment used in our 
district to provide timely feedback on learning experiences for students.  Homework assignments 
need to be assessed in a timely manner in order to help determine whether or not students are 
learning the skills and concepts.  Homework assignments should be used primarily as a learning 
tool and not as a main indicator of the students’ achievement of course objectives. 
 
The Board encourages teachers to exercise discretion in assigning homework.  Consideration 
should be given to the readiness level of the student and student involvement in outside activities.  
Homework must also have a valid educational purpose and should pertain to the objectives of the 
unit under study of the course being taken. 
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