
 OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Board of Education Meeting - Minutes 

May 18, 2026 
Meeting - 6:00 p.m. 

 
1.​ The meeting was called to order by President Frank Carini at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2.​ The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 
3.​ Roll call was taken. 

School Board Members Present: Frank Carini, Meredith Wittmann, Mike Dudzik, Kelly Ganiere, Sheryl Cerniglia, 
Brianna Allen Kaiser, Mark Verhalen. 
Student School Board Members Paige Stewart, Kara Meyer were not present. 

 
4.​ School Board President Frank Carini reviewed the Board Meeting and Operating Norms. 

 
5.​ Mike Dudzik  motioned and Kelly Ganiere  seconded to approve the Agenda. Motion passed 7-0. ​  

 
6.​ No people spoke during the public comment period.   

 
7.​ Superintendent Dan Thielen thanked board members President Frank Carini and Brianna Allen Kaiser, as well 

as Dr. Megan Arens, Dr. Lisa Kujawa, Principal Terri Kovars, as well as the entire East Middle School team and 
staff, for their support in facilitating conversations with parents and students regarding a situation at East 
Middle School. 

 
8.​ Meredith Wittmann  motioned and Mark Verhalen seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Motion passed 7-0. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
​ ​ ​     a.    Approval of meeting minutes of the Board of Education Meeting on May 11, 2026. 
​ ​ ​     b.    Approval of submitted lists of bills and payroll. 

             Accounts Payable (All Other Funds)​ ​ ​ ​ ​               Amount 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Check #13837-13910​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $     470,048.09 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Less void checks​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $     (175.00) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ACH #252600485-252600509​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $      2,926.79 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Capital One Virtual Cards​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $      239.66 
​ ​ ​ ​ Elementary/Middle School Activity 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Check #5295-5314​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $     11,266.36​  
​ ​ ​ ​ High School Activity 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Check #50424-50435​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $      63,985.87 
​ ​ ​ ​ Wire Transfers 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5/13/26 to Employee Benefits Corporation​ ​ ​ ​ $     889.47 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5/7/26-5/13/26  to United Health Care-TPA Fees​ ​ ​ $     42,823.40 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5/7/26-5/13/26  to United Health Care-Self Funded Claims​ ​ $     253,545.87 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5/7/26-5/13/26 to Delta Dental of WI​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $     6,952.11 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Payroll​ ​ ​ ​ Gross​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Net 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5/15/26​​ ​ ​ $    2,067,269.77-6​ ​ ​ $     1,345,831.45 
​ ​ ​  ​ ​  
                    c.    Approval of Personnel 
​ ​ ​ ​ EMPLOYMENT 26-/27 YEAR 
 
                      Pete Bitto​                 Special Education Teacher​           Oak Creek High School 
                     Jake Schmitt​                 Dean of Students​            East Middle School 
                     Lauren Wilsens​                 Instructional Coach​            West Middle School​  
 
                           RESIGNATION 



                     Ciara Strong​                   Instructional Aide/Aspire Supervisor​            Shepard Hills Elementary School 
 
 

9.​ No items were removed from the consent agenda for further discussion. 
 

10.​  Action Items: 
a.​ Meredith Wittmann motioned and Mike Dudzik seconded to approve the revisions to the 2026-2027 

Student and Family Handbooks effective July 1, 2026. Motion passed: 7-0. 
b.​ Kelly Ganiere motioned and Brianna Allen Kaiser seconded to approve the addition of one 6.0 hour 

Special Education Instructional Aide. Motion passed: 7-0. 
c.​ Shery Cerniglia motioned and Meredith Wittmann seconded to formally accept the Oak Creek Lions 

Club donation of $30,770.00 to support the purchase of ten outdoor AED units and associated 
infrastructure. Motion passed: 7-0. 

​ ​ ​      d.1.Sheryl Cerniglia motioned and Mike Dudzik seconded to approve the listing amendment document  
​ ​ ​ ​ reducing the sale price of the District’s Administrative Office Building to $2,200,000.00.  
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion passed: 7-0. 
​ ​ ​      d.2.Sheryl Cerniglia motioned and Mike Dudzik seconded to approve the delegation of limited authority to
​ ​ ​ ​  Blaise Paul, CBFO, and/or Daniel Thielen, Superintendent, to make reasonable adjustments to the ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ asking price of the District Office building, and take other marketing steps to facilitate the sale of the  
​ ​ ​ ​ property. Motion passed: 7-0 
 

11.​ Information Items: 
a.​ Kyle Robers from Nexxus presented an update on the construction progress of the Aquatic Center as 

well as the timeline for the next steps. 
b.​ Director of Human Resources, Troy Hamblin, shared the proposed changes to the 2026-2027 Employee 

Compensation plan. 
c.​ Troy Hamblin presented the proposed updates to the 2026-2027 Employee Handbook. 
d.​ John Krenk, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, and Kim Leannais, Oak Creek High School Associate 

Principal, shared the Academic Career Planning Update for students in grades 6-12. 
e.​ Chief Business and Finance Officer, Blaise Paul presented the review of the April 2026 Budget Report. 
f.​ The Board reviewed the Tentative Agenda items for the June 8, 2026 and June 22, 2026 meetings. 

 
        12. ​Meredith Wittmann moved and Sheryl Cerniglia seconded to convene in closed session per state statute 
​ ​ ​ 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 
​ ​ ​ employee over which the government body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 
​ ​ ​ Roll Call Vote: Carini: Yes, Verhalen: Yes, Ganiere: Yes, Dudzik: Yes, Cerniglia: Yes, Allen Kaiser: Yes, 
​ ​ ​ Wittmann: Yes. Motion passed: 7-0. 
 
​ ​ ​ Meeting convened in closed session at 6:45 p.m. 
 
​ ​ ​ Mark Verhalen motioned and Brianna Allen Kaiser seconded to reconvene in open session at 7:17 p.m. 
 
​ ​ 13. Kelly Ganiere motioned and Mike Dudik seconded to adjourn the Board of Education Meeting at 
​ ​ ​  7:18 p.m. Motion passed: 7-0. 
 
 
​ ​ ​ Respectfully submitted, 
​ ​ ​ Courtney Heide, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent 
 
​ ​  


