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OCHS students enrolled in the Nursing 
Assistant Program learn valuable 
skills, acquire real life experience, and 
begin their career in the healthcare 
field all before their high school             
graduation! “We are lucky to offer this 
program through the high school so 
thank you to the school district and 
community for their continued support,” 
said Ms. Williams, the OCHS teacher 
who leads the program. The Nursing 
Assistant Program, which is run 
through the Department of Health  
Services, consists of a series of     
classes designed to teach students a 
variety of introductory nursing skills 
and prepare them for a career in 
healthcare. “Students learn over 20 
skills including: bedside care skills, 
how to transfer patients, and how to             
measure and record vital signs such as 
a pulse,” Ms. Williams said.  

 

After successfully completing the               
program, which includes eighty-six 
classroom hours and thirty-five clinical 
hours, students have the opportunity to 

take the state certification test to         
become a Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA). To earn the certification,      
students are required to pass a written 
exam and successfully perform five 
skills for an evaluator. Once the        
student receives their certification, they 
are added to the Wisconsin registry.  

Students can also  participate in the 
year long Health Science Youth          
Apprenticeship program where they 
work and earn money in the healthcare 
field while acquiring high school credit.  
Students can also earn a certificate 

from the Department of Workforce    
Development which some colleges   
accept as elective credits.  

 

“I’m glad I had the opportunity to                
participate in this program.” said Katrina 
Ricard, an OCHS Senior who is enrolled 
in the Health Science Youth                  
Apprenticeship program and works at a 
local hospital. Katrina knows first hand 
just how beneficial the Nursing                
Assistant Program can be, “I have had a 
chance to work with a variety of 
healthcare professionals like doctors, 
psychiatrists, and physical therapists.” 
Katrina encourages students who may 
be interested in seeking a career in the 
healthcare field to enroll in the program. 
“This is an opportunity to explore      
different careers in healthcare. I thought 
I wanted to a physical therapist, but 
thanks to my experience in the program, 
I have come to realize nursing is a            
better fit for me.” Katrina continued. 
Katrina will be attending Alverno to 
study nursing in the fall. 

Local businesses bring engineering to life at Shepard Hills Elementary 

Earlier this month the fifth grade     
students from Shepard Hills had an 
opportunity to explore the world of  
engineering and take part in various 
hands-on activities with engineers from 
Yaskawa. Each engineer put together 
an activity to highlight a different           
type of engineering. Mechanical      
engineer Alex Jandrin built two robots 
for the activity and explained how she 
programed the remote  control for each 
robot, “It’s great to bring these types of 
activities to kids in this age group and 
show them how much fun engineering 
can be,” Jandrin said. 

Students spent an afternoon learning 
about renewable energy, magnets and 
motors. “By bringing STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and                 
mathematics) to life, we are providing 
an opportunity for career exploration 
while  helping students make the          
connection between what they are           
learning now and their future,” said 
Mrs. Amundson, the Shepard Hills 
school counselor who set up the           

activity. “Not only were students able 
to learn about different engineering 
careers, they were also able to               
experience how math and science are 
applied,” Mrs. Amundson continued.  

Students also had the chance to build 
and race their own BristleBots, a small 
robot made of the head of a                 
conventional tooth-brush and small 
vibrating motor. “My favorite station 
was the BristleBot station because we 
got to see how all the parts work     
together,” said fifth grader, Victoria  
Cobani.  

This activity was made possible 
through the  PPG Innovative             
Classroom Grant.  “Thank you PPG 
and Yaskawa for making this              
experience possible for our students. 
This is such a positive example of local 
businesses and schools working     
together to provide learning                  
opportunities for our students.” Mrs. 
Amundson said. As a follow up to this 

activity, the fifth grade ambassadors 
and  Leaders In Training will have an 
opportunity to visit a business in Oak 
Creek to learn about different STEM  
focused careers!  



Important Dates 

Parent Satisfaction Survey:            

Opens Sunday, May 1, closes 

Saturday, May 7 at 12:00 PM  

State Solo Ensemble:              

Saturday, May 7 at UW-Parkside  

Knight Construction Open 
House:  Sunday, May 22 1-4 PM 
& Monday, May 23 3-6 PM at 
10317 S. McGraw, Oak Creek 
 
OCFFE’s Art in the Park:            

Saturday, May 28 at Henry Miller 

Park 

Memorial Day - No School:            

Monday, May 30 

Last Day of School:                   

Friday, June 3 

High School Graduation:             
Saturday, June 4 at 4:30 pm at 

Miller Park 

Parent satisfaction survey opens May 1st 

 
Help make Oak Creek-Franklin schools even better by completing the parent 
satisfaction survey! Your feedback will provide valuable information for us as we 
set school improvement goals and make decisions for the future. To get a clear 
picture of what is working well and what areas may need improvement, the  
quantity of responses is very important. To encourage parent participation, the 
district is offering five Chromebooks to the school with the highest response rate 
for this survey.   
 
The survey will be open on Sunday, May 1 at 12:00 pm and will close Saturday, 
May 7 at 12:00 pm. A link to the survey will be posted on the district          
website and will be sent via Infinite Campus email on Sunday, May 1 at 12:00 
pm. Paper copies will also be available in your school’s office. If you have any 
questions, please email communications@ocfsd.org.  
 
 
 

District Launches “Knight Vision” Blog 
 
The Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School 
District recently launched a new district 
blog called Knight Vision. The district 
blog will be used to share perspectives, 
experiences, and information from the 
various departments within the district.  
The first blog post was a brief           
introduction of the district's leaders who 
will serve as the contributing authors of 
the blog. To view the blog, visit the  
district blog page of the website.  
 
 
 

Board of Education election results 
 
New Board of Education members Elizabeth Sparks, Darin Grabowski and Amy 
Mlot along with current Board President Frank Carini were sworn in before the 
Board of Education Committee Meeting on Monday, April 25th. Official results 
from the April 5th election can be viewed on the district website.  
 

OC Knights Club Highlights 

The OC Chapter of HOSA -   
Future Health Professionals - 
was recognized at the State 
Leadership Conference with an 
Outstanding HOSA Reflection, 
National Service Project and 
took 4th Place in HOSA 
Games.  Several individuals 
also won awards. 
 
Twenty-nine FBLA students                     
competed at the State                
Leadership Conference in April. 
Seven students qualified to 
compete at the National              
Competition this June in            
Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
The Forensics team performed 
their selections at the State 
festival held at UW-Madison this 
month and took home 2 bronze, 
6 silver and 10 gold medals.  
 
The Drama Club - OCHS             
Production Company - received 
three 2016  Tommy Award  
nominations for their winter          
musical, Once Upon A                      
Mattress. 

Last month, eight students from East 
Middle School and twenty-nine students 
from Oak Creek High School competed 
at the Concurso Oral, the State        
Spanish Speaking  Contest. The       
Concurso Oral is similar to forensics in 
that students compete at all different 
levels and in various categories such as 
poetry, narration, skits, impromptu   
reading and impromptu conversation 
but it's all in Spanish.   
 
The high school students earned                
nineteen 1st place ribbons, twelve 2nd 
place ribbons, and one 3rd place                   
ribbon. The middle school students 
earned three 1st place ribbons, four 2nd 
place ribbons and one 3rd place ribbon. 
¡Buen trabajo! 
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OC-F students take on the State Spanish              
Speaking Contest 
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“This is going to be tough,” thought the 
Round Table Robotics team as they 
watched the unveiling of the 2016  
challenge for the FIRST (For          
Inspiration and Recognition of Science 
and Technology) Robotics Competition 
(FRC). “The challenge looked          
intimidating at first, but quickly became 
less and less intimidating as we started 
to work together and build,” said   
sophomore Ryan Hansen. Round  
Table Robotics, Oak Creek's student-
led FRC team, worked together to 
build and program a game-playing 
robot to compete against other robots 
from around in the world.  

 

This is the first year Oak Creek High 
School has had their own robotics 
team. “This is a wonderful addition for 
Oak Creek as FIRST provides an   
inspiration of science, technology,  
engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
to students by building positive            
relationships and experiences through 
the exposure of real-life challenging 
tasks,” said Dina Mendola, a parent 
mentor for the team. “Robotics has had 
a positive impact on our students with 
their academics, building work-related 
skills, and community outreach, and 
has also increased their interest 

Forest Ridge Elementary               

Exterior metal panels and        
window installation continues. 
Site work activities have       
begun including site concrete, 
layout for curb/gutter and site 
lighting. Click here to read the 
latest update. 

 

9th Grade Center 

Underground utilities at 
Knights Place was completed 
during spring break. Masonry 
wall installation continues in 
media center, band and              
English classroom areas.  
Click here to read the latest            
update. 

 

 

Over spring break, 263 members of 
the OCHS band had the chance to 
travel to Walt Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida for the experience of a        
lifetime! The Marching Knights proudly 
performed in the Magic  Kingdom   
Fantasy Parade. "It was a life changing 
moment to perform for my last time as 
a Marching Knight in Disney. This is 
not something everyone could say 
they did and I loved being able to   
experience this with my second family. 
The trip to Florida will be forever one 
of my favorite memories in high 
school." said OCHS Senior Cassidy 
Frelka.  
 
The 9th Grade Band had the                 
opportunity to participate in the “You’re 
Instrumental” workshop at Epcot and 
work with a professional Disney     
musician! Band Director, Amy Fuchs 
stated, "This was the largest group 
we've ever traveled with. The students 
were amazing in their performance 
and conduct throughout the entire 
week. We are extremely grateful to all 
the chaperones who helped us make 
this experience possible for these   
students."    
 
 

in pursuing STEM related fields in   
college," Mendola continued.  

 

As a first year team, Round Table  
Robotics could not waste any time 
setting the stage for a successful build 
season and worked to find a                    
proper work space, gain community 
support, and establish bylaws. “The 
bylaws helped us set the structure of 
our team, determine procedures and 
gave us guidelines to conduct                
business so our team could be             
successful,” said sophomore Graham 
Mendola. The team was also able to 
secure over $30,000 from sponsors 
like PPG, Master Lock and Rockwell 
Automation. 

Robotics goes far beyond building a 
robot; this team of amazing students 
work together to spread the mission of 
FIRST while building self-confidence 
and leadership and life skills. Under the 
guidance of parent and sponsor      
mentors, students get real-life, hands-
on experiences, like creating the team 
website, making videos to share      
progress with sponsors, and using    
machinery to create custom parts for 
the robot. FRC is designed to inspire 
students to seek careers in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics.  

 

Last month, the team competed at the 
Regional Stronghold Robotics             
Competition at the UW-Milwaukee           
Panther Arena. Despite some                  
unexpected challenges along the way, 
the team ended with a strong                   
performance. "This competition was an 
amazing experience for us,” junior          
Donovan Scheels stated. “We may have 
had our challenges and hardships as 
the season progressed, but through it 
all, we grew closer and learned new 
skills we can use as we push our way 
forward through life.”  
 
 

Successful FIRST year for Oak Creek’s robotics team 

Magical experience for band members 
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