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Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today,
and creates a vision for tomorrow. Melody Beattie
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November is the time of harvest and thankful thoughts. Thankfulness for us as educators is
being grateful for the opportunity to serve and educate the students here at Oak Creek High
School. It is an attitude and a disposition of gratitude for the learning that we all engage in
every day. It is appreciating the little things that happen continuously in school and in life that
fulfills our sense of wonder and purpose.
I want to begin by thanking all of the parents who attended our first parent-teacher conference on October 18th. I’m especially thankful for all the kind and supportive messages that
were expressed to me regarding our amazing educators. I want to personally thank the parent
who, a few days later as I was leaving the school after hours one evening, had baked cookies
and created snacks for their son and daughter’s teachers, how thoughtful. Our teachers were
overly joyous by your support, concern and commitments to our purpose to educate all children. I look forward to seeing you again on December 8, 2016 at our next parent-teacher
conference.
A quality education should be about our students learning to appreciate and enjoy the journey
of their maturation through high school. Whether it’s through art, music, math, science or
other content areas, the experience of learning how to learn, and how you can utilize what
you learn, to have a richer more relevant life beyond high school. An education that assures
that future graduates of Oak Creek High School are truly career and life ready.
Here are a few learning experiences that our students have engaged in that extend beyond the
walls of Oak Creek High School:
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Our Freshman Mentors participated in a Ropes and Challenges seminar in Hubertus
WI that provided them with the necessary skills to be able to create and provide
meaningful and engaging character development lessons and activities for our
Freshman Advisory classrooms.
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Students in 3-D Art Workshop, AP Art and National Art Honor Society ventured
south to the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago for a world-class viewing
experience of globally renowned artists and their works of art.



Students in the Apprenticeship Prep. Employment Skills course traveled north to
attend an Operating Engineers orientation in Coloma WI. Students acquired
firsthand knowledge related to skills and attributes necessary to secure employment
in this area of construction trades.



I personally had the opportunity to attend a workshop at Carroll College in
Waukesha presented by Jostens, The Harbor, with students from our Multicultural
Club, Student Council and Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy. The theme of this
workshop was compassion, humanity and how schools can develop a culture that is
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judgement free and allows all students to find their voice and significance in their schools. The main presenter was Mike Smith who’s
poignant message of We All Matter resonated with our students and
staff members who attended this conference. I look forward to working with this group of students to see how we can implement and utilize Mike Smith’s theme and message to make Oak Creek High School
a place that meets the academic, social and emotional needs of all of
our students.

On November 10, 2016 Oak Creek High School hosted it’s annual assembly to
show our appreciation for American Veterans. Our students have always shown a
tremendous amount of patriotism, respect and reverence for those who protect
and guard our blessings and liberties. I was extremely proud of our student’s level
of attention and reflection during this assembly. We are grateful for the Veteran’s
who show up every year to educate our minds and move our spirits by what they
have done with their lives to make our lives better. Thank you American Veterans.
Thankfulness is to be bestowed upon our band program the three time State Champs our very own Oak Creek Marching
Knights and their directors, Ms. Amy Fuchs and Mr. Guy Gregg. This amazing accomplishment was the outgrowth of a
seedling and commitment that was planted back in the hot and steamy days of late July and reached the harvest of excellence
at the State Championship on October 15, 2016 at UW-Whitewater.
I’m thankful for the parents, family and friends who showed up to support our students and our Oak Creek High School
Production Company by attending last week’s play “It’s Murder in the Wings.” Every year I sit in awe of the talents that
emerge from that tiny stage in the Little Theater by our students. To our students; you are amazing, you had me laughing all
the way home last Friday evening!
I’m thankful for our committed educators who utilized the professional development day on November 11, 2016 to engage
in the process of continuous improvement. Our dedicated educators spent this day in deep conversations with their peers
related to how we can collaborate strategically to assure that our students receive a rigorous educational experience. Our
work on this day also included us looking at our school improvement plans to assure that relevant and engaging lessons are
being developed and implemented.
As the fall leaves lose their luster and color it is time for us to brighten the homes and hearts of our community families that
need our support during the holiday season. Oak Creek High School students and staff try to be shining lights during the
holiday season with our Knights Generosity Project. The ultimate goal of the Generosity Project is to fulfill the holiday wishes of students who attend our elementary, middle and high school. Our Knight Advisory classes adopt individual families
and find ways to make their holiday dreams come true. We are thankful to our parents and community partners who assist
us in this philanthropic effort on behalf of our students and staff. Thanksgiving break might be a terrific opportunity to ask
your son or daughter about the family their Knight Advisory is helping this season. How might your family be able to help
make their holiday more special? If you are able to help a community family in need please let us know by contacting Ms.
Kim Wolak , Mr. Jeff Tiedke or Ms. Jody Ebbinger-Bentley at the high school. Thank you.
In closing, I encourage you to attend one of the many performances, extracurricular activities and athletic events that will be
occurring here at Oak Creek High School in the coming weeks. It is always rewarding to see our students engaged in activities as they pursue their dreams and passions. I’m wishing you and your family a thankful holiday season that creates lasting
memories that will warm your heart throughout the holiday season.

Today and always, It’s Great to be a Knight!
Michael Read, Principal

Working together to Engage, Challenge, and Inspire Every Student Every Day.
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Please Note . . .
Wednesday, November 23, 2016
Inservice Day—No School for Students
Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25, 2016
Thanksgiving Holiday—No School
Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Parent Information Meeting 9:00 am (OCHS office)
Tuesday, December 6, 2016
ASVAB (LMC) 7:30 am
Thursday, December 8, 2016
Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Thursday, December 15, 2016
Holiday Jazz Knight Concert (Cafeteria) 7:00 pm
Friday, December 23, 2015
Winter Vacations Begins—No School
Tuesday, January 3, 2017
School Resumes
Tuesday, January 3, 2017
Parent Informational Meeting 9:00 am (OCHS office)
Thursday, January 12, 2017
Open House 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 14, 2017
District Festival of the Bands Gr. 5-12, 3:30 pm & 6:00 pm
Thursday, January 19, 2017
District Festival of the Choirs (New Gym) 7:00 pm

OCHS Information
Parents/Community:

What do you want to know more
about?
We are interested in putting together informational
sessions, building an FAQ, or providing literature to
keep you informed. Tell us what you want to know by
copying this link https://goo.gl/forms/
aJ9zxCRGyxJWhhae2 into your browser.

Need Infinite Campus help?
Go to https://www.infinitecampus.com/audience/
parents-students to visit the help page. If you need
to change your address contact Debbie Otto at our
District Office at (414) 768-6164. For other changes
such as phone number or email you may contact the
School Counseling Office at (414) 768-6106 or email
G.Paine@ocfsd.org.

Questions About the New Secondary
School?
Please help us to keep our OCHS community informed. Submit your questions using the link below.
We will use these questions to put an informational
document together. This document will be available
to all who have questions. Look for it coming soon…
Tell us what you want to know by copying this link
into your browser https://goo.gl/forms/
AYvPp0RG1vJyNSEy1.

Monday, January 23, 2017
Inservice Day—No School for Students
Tuesday, January 24, 2017
Inservice Day - No School for Students Possible Snow
Make-up Day #1
Wednesday, January 25, 2017
3rd Quarter Begins
Saturday, February 4, 2017
Winter Formal Dance (Aux. Gym)
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
Parent Informational Meeting 9:00 am

Parent/Teacher Conferences
are scheduled for
Thursday, December 8, 2016
from 4:00 pm - 7:30 pm
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Athletics/Activities
Congratulations to the Oak Creek Knights Marching Band on claiming their third consecutive state
championship on Saturday, October 15 at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. The Knights
claimed first place in the WSMA Class AAAA division. Congratulations to Ms. Fuchs, Mr. Gregg,
their staff, and all the members of the Marching Knights on this tremendous accomplishment as they
rocked out to the hits of “Queen” this season!
th

Hopefully you were able to catch the OCHS Production Company’s wonderful performance of Murder in the Wings last week. The show was extremely entertaining and the students and staff should be very
proud. Congratulations to the entire cast and crew, as well as Mr. Steeves and Ms. Retzlaff on their first OCHS production!

Here is a brief run-down of our fall athletic teams accomplishments and all-conference award
winners that we have received as of press time.
Girls Volleyball: The team enjoyed a fantastic turnaround in head coach Karen Lois’ final season at the helm, finishing in

second place in the conference with a 5-2 SEC record. Lindsey Pedersen, Jazmine Neal, Taylor Seney, and Abby Lownik
were named to the all-conference team. We’d like to thank Coach Lois for her 17 years of service to the girls volleyball program and athletic department. We wish her the best as she will now have the opportunity to follow her own daughter’s high
school volleyball career!

Boys Soccer: The boys enjoyed the most successful season in school history, winning the conference championship for the

second time and making it all the way to the sectional semi-final before losing to Muskego 5-3. The team finished with a 135-1 overall record. Alejandro Muro was named SEC Player of the Year and Roman Waszak, Ty Stulo, Peter Villafuerte,
Naami Maniriarani, David Cox, Kevin Rebollo, Nikola Kesich, Aaron Craig, Trent Gallett, and Cody Friedl were all recognized on the all-conference team.

Girls Swim: Another program that continues to move up the SEC standings is our girls swim and dive team. The squad

finished the SEC season in second place, their highest finish in over ten years. Cassie Ketterling and Isabelle Anderson qualified for the WIAA state meet on November 11 and 12 . Earning all-conference honors this season were Brooke Goedel,
Cassie Ketterling, and Hannah Smith.
th

th

Football: The Knights qualified for the WIAA playoffs for the fifth consecutive season and advanced to Level 2 with a win
over Kenosha Bradford. The season ended in a thrilling 31-28 loss at Franklin. The team was well represented on the allconference team with the following players receiving recognition; Owen Rozumalski, Nick Dulaney (Outside Linebacker of
the Year), Roy Harden, Joe Muccio, Elijah Robinson, Ryan Harvey-Turner, Jake Sinani, Jenna Dankert, Cade Quillin, Shane
Effinger, Nate Grant, Kamrin Sims, Quinn Sporleder, and Ben Stanke.

Girls Tennis: Congratulations to the girls team for capturing third place in the Southeast Conference this season. Senior

Kayla Stolz capped a wonderful career by qualifying with Junior Tori Lara for the WIAA State Meet at doubles for the third
time. Only a handful of OCHS tennis players have ever accomplished this feat! Earning all-conference recognition this season were Varsha Sriram, Maggie Howell, Alexa Dietsche, Amanda Czerwinski, Emma McCoy, Rachel Papp, Sarah Luther,
Kayla Stolz, and Tori Lara.

Girls Cross Country: The young team had another strong season, placing second in the Southeast Conference with several
sophomores and juniors leading the way. Earning all-conference recognition were Megan Drzadinski, Danielle Moczynski,
and Olivia Schommer.

Boys Cross Country: The young team was competitive all season long and battled through injuries to finish in fifth place in
the conference. Leading the team at the conference meet was Steven Potter and Michael Sippy, who were both selected allconference.

Girls Golf: The second season for the girls golf program featured tremendous improvement. The squad finished in fifth

place in the conference and Alexis Hecker and Haili Cota were named all-conference. To cap it off, the team won the SEC
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Sportsmanship Award for their conduct and character displayed throughout the season. Great job, ladies!
(continued on Page 5)
(Continued from Page 4)

Athletics/Activities
Boys Volleyball: The second year program had an outstanding season, led by a strong contingency of seniors. The team
placed fifth in the conference and hosted a WIAA playoff game, earning the four seed in their regional. This was a great
feat for the program in only their second season of existence. Matt Kasar and Joey Zietlow were recognized on the allconference team.

REMINDER:
Just a reminder to all students planning on participating in athletics this spring, you must have a current physical on file in
the OCHS office before you may compete. Please take care of your physicals before practice starts. Forms are available on
the athletics website at: http://www.ocfsd.org/oak-creek-high-school/athletics-activities/athletics
Per the WIAA, any physical taken after April 1, 2016 will be valid through the 2017-2018 school year. If you are unsure as
to whether or not your physical is valid for this school year, please stop in the Athletic office to check. OCHS athletic
schedules and maps can be found at www.southeastwi.org.

RENAISSANCE CLUB
Renaissance Club is a volunteer organization that offers opportunities to volunteer within the
school district as well as throughout the community. Some of our regular events include helping at elementary school dances, providing childcare and tutoring within the schools, and serving at community center events.
Recently, we have helped out Forest Ridge run their first Fall Festival, which turned out to be a
huge success. In addition, a tutoring program was implemented at the elementary schools that
have high schoolers helping younger students with their homework. With the holiday season
approaching, we have events at Meadowview and Carollton helping the PTO run a Holiday
Shoppe and a Secret Santa for the kids. Our club is also the largest club in the school with over
200 eager members!
For more information, head to our website: sites.google.com/site/ochsrenaissance OR email us
at ochsrenaissance@gmail.com

Guiding Knight
Are you looking for the Guiding Knight
newsletter? If so, please check out the
Counseling Department's webpage for
current and past issues of the Guiding
Knight as well as information on financial
aid, contact information, links to important information and much more!
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Are you in need of some Christmas shopping time?
Or perhaps some time to wrap presents?
OAK CREEK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL PRESENTS

The 21st Annual Kiddie Christmas
When: Saturday, December 3, 2016 - 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Where: Oak Creek High School Cafeteria 340 E. Puetz Rd. Oak Creek, Wisconsin 53154
Who: Kids in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade Give your friends a call: All children are invited! (Not just
Oak Creek Students)
Cost: $10.00 per child (all profits will be donated to Oak Creek High School’s Relay for Life) Checks should
be made out to Oak Creek High School
Lunch (provided): Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches, Apple/Banana, Fruit Snacks, Christmas treats, and
more! (If your child has food allergies please include on form below, and feel free to send their own lunch to
ensure no allergic reactions.)
Activities: The activities will include crafts, Christmas movies, cookie decorating, projects, stories, and some
fun holiday games.
TO REGISTER: Return the registration to the Oak Creek High School Main Office (Attn: Julie Lietz)
★ Include in an envelope with your child’s full name, permission slip, return address, and the $10.00 fee.
★ Forms must be received NO LATER than November 30th.
★ NO DAY OF REGISTRATION and DO NOT SEND REGISTRATION TO YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL.
★ Maximum attendance of 100 children allowed due to safety and ordering supplies. There will be no refunds
unless your child is registered after reaching the maximum. You will receive confirmation via e-mail on November 30th.
DAY OF: Please be prompt when arriving and picking up the children. Questions: Contact Julie Lietz at the
High School at j.lietz@ocfsd.org or 414-768-6210 ext. 7209 with any questions and registration needs. Hope
to see you there!

Oak Creek High School Student Council Kiddie Christmas
Child’s Name (s) ___________________________________________________________Age__________
Parent’s Name_____________________________________________ Cell Phone____________________
Parent Email____________________________________________________________________________
Any Specific Restrictions/Medical Conditions/Allergies:_________________________________________
Emergency Contact _______________________________________Cell Phone______________________
Parent Signature ________________________________________________________________________

6

ATTENDANCE MATTERS (3-2-1) @ Oak Creek High School
By: Ted Lambrukos, Attendance Dean

3 Reflections as I wrap up my first quarter as the new Attendance Dean:
I have enjoyed being a part of this spirited high school community.
I have appreciated how everyone goes above and beyond to help all students.
I have appreciated how the students are respectful and friendly to me.

2 Friendly Reminders to students and families as we move into the winter season:
Students shall be at school, in all classes, including study halls, advisory and lunch to be
eligible to practice and to play in games and/or to be part of other school sponsored activities.
Students with repeated attendance problems, (including tardies) may be dismissed from
the team/organization if this issue does not improve after a formal meeting with the Athletic/Activities Director.

1 Hopeful Request to students and families:
If you need any help on school attendance or tardy issues please reach out to introduce
yourself to me. I am here to help and want to help. Please contact me at 414-768-6201 or
t.lambrukos@ocfsd.org.

Believe you can and you're halfway there.
Theodore Roosevelt
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